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ALLEN COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

INTERROGATION AND INVESTIGATIONS

CONDUCTED ON CAMPUS

I.
POLICY

1.00
GENERAL STATEMENT

1.01
It shall be the policy of the college that a reasonable cooperative effort will be 
maintained between the college administration and law enforcement agencies.

2.00
SPECIFIC STATEMENTS

2.01
Law enforcement officials may be summoned in order to conduct an investigation 
of alleged criminal conduct on the college premises or during a college-sponsored 
activity.  They may also be summoned for the purpose of maintaining or restoring 
order when the presence of such officers is necessary to prevent injury to persons 
or property.  Administrators have the responsibility and the authority to determine 
when the presence and assistance of law enforcement officers is necessary within 
their respective jurisdictions.  The college administrators shall at all times act in a 
manner which protects the rights of students and shall cooperate with law 
enforcement officials.

2.02
A student who has attained the age of 18 enjoys the responsibility of speaking for 
himself/herself without the agreement of parent, guardian, or representative as to 
his submitting to questioning.

2.03
Initiated by College Administrators and Conducted by Administrators:


The Chief Student Affairs Officer shall have the authority and duty to conduct


investigations and to question students pertaining to infractions of college rules, 
whether or not the alleged conduct is a violation of criminal law.  Any 
investigation shall be conducted in a manner which minimizes interference with 
regular education or college activities.

2.04
Initiated by School Administrators and Conducted by Law Enforcement Officers:

The Chief Student Affairs Officer shall determine when the necessity exists for law enforcement officers to be notified to conduct an investigation of alleged criminal 
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behavior.  The Chief Student Affairs Officer may request that law enforcement officers conduct an investigation and question students who are potential witnesses of such alleged criminal behavior during school hours.  A reasonable attempt shall be made to contact the student's parents, guardian, or representative prior to questioning by law enforcement officers if the student is under 18.  Reasonable re 
quests of the parents, guardian, or representative shall be observed.  Such notifications or attempted notifications to parents, guardians, or representatives shall be documented by the administrator involved.  In the absence of a student's parents, guardian, or representative during any questioning of such students, the Chief Student Affairs Officer or certified staff person shall be present.


If the investigation has centered on any particular student suspected of any alleged 
criminal activity, the procedure for taking students into custody shall not interfere 
with reasonable law enforcement procedures.

2.05
Initiated and Conducted by Law Enforcement Officers:

Only in demonstrated emergency situations shall law enforcement officers be voluntarily permitted to conduct such an investigation during college hours.  The Chief Student Affairs Officer or certified staff person shall require proper identification of law enforcement officials and the probable cause for the interrogation or investigation of a student.  If the Dean or his representative is not satisfied with either the identification or the probable cause, he shall not grant the request of such persons and shall attempt to so notify the President and the officer's superior, documenting such action.  The law enforcement officers shall be required to obtain prior approval of the appropriate administrator before beginning such an interrogation or investigation on college premises.  The administrator shall document the circumstances as soon as practicable.

2.06
Interrogation of Student During Investigation of Violation of School Rules:

In instances where school rules have allegedly been violated, the Chief Student Affairs Officer may notify the suspected rule violator(s).  When suspension may be a consideration, the suspect student shall be advised orally or in writing of the nature of the alleged offense and of the evidence.  Probable witnesses should be told the nature of the alleged misconduct and the reason to believe that they were witnesses.  The Chief Student Affairs Officer may have college personnel present during questioning of students.

2.07
Violations of Criminal Law:
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During an investigation of violation of college rules, the Chief Student Affairs 
Officer shall attempt to ascertain whether there is sufficient jurisdiction to believe 
that a criminal offense was committed that warrants notification to law 
enforcement officials.  Information of criminal conduct not related to the college 
shall be turned over to law enforcement officials, without additional investigation 
by college officials. College officials shall request that law enforcement officers 
advise a student of his/her rights.

2.08
Taking a Student Into Custody:

Following either interrogation or investigation, students shall not be released to law enforcement authorities voluntarily by college officials unless the student has been placed under arrest.  When students under eighteen years old are removed from college for any reason by law enforcement authorities, every reasonable effort 
will be made to notify the student's parents, guardian, or representative immediately.  Such effort shall be documented.  When an emergency exists, the Chief Student Affairs Officer may summon law enforcement officials to the college to take a student into custody.  When a student has been taken into custody or arrested on college premises without prior notification to the Chief Student Affairs Officer, the college staff present shall require the law enforcement officers to notify the administrator of the circumstances as quickly as possible.

2.09
Disturbance of College Environment:

Law enforcement officers may be requested to assist in controlling disturbances of the college environment.

2.10
Coordination of Policies by Enforcement Officials:

College administrators shall meet at least annually with local law enforcement officials to discuss the college's policy and rules regarding law enforcement contacts with the college.  Law enforcement officials will be asked to instruct their staffs as to the terms of the college's policies and rules.

Adopted:  1991

Revised:   1997







VIII-F-1.15

